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DEPOSITS 

The custodian may require a deposit against costs for reproducing documents whenever the custodian anticipates that the documents requested 
will cost in excess of $5 to reproduce. N.J.S.A. 47:1A-5(f). 

Where a special service charge is warranted under OPRA, that amount will be communicated to you as required under the statute. You have 
the opportunity to review and object to the charge prior to it being incurred. If, however, you approve of the fact and amount of the special 
service charge, you may be required to pay a deposit or pay in full prior to reproduction of the documents. 



 
 Student records, grievances or disciplinary proceedings revealing a students’ identification 

 Biotechnology trade secrets N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1.2 
 Convicts requesting their victims’ records N.J.S.A. 47:1A-2.2 
 Ongoing investigations of non-



REQUEST FOR RECORDS UNDER THE COMMON LAW 

If, in addition to requesting records under OPRA, you are also requesting the government records under the common law, please check the 
box below. 

A public record under the common law is one required by law to be kept, or necessary to be kept in the discharge of a duty imposed by law, or 
directed by law to serve as a memorial and evidence of something written, said, or done, or a written memorial made by a public officer authorized 
to perform that function, or a writing filed in a public office. The elements essential to constitute a public record are that it be a written memorial, 
that it be made by a public officer, and that the officer be authorized by law to make it.  

 Yes, I am also requesting the documents under common law. 

If the information requested is a "public record" under common law and the requestor has a legally recognized interest in the subject matter 
contained in the material, then the material must be disclosed if the individual's right of access outweighs the State's interest in preventing 
disclosure. 

Please set forth your interest in the subject matter contained in the requested material: 

Note that any challenge to a denial of a request for records under the common law cannot be made to the Government Records 
Council, as the Government Records Council only has jurisdiction to adjudicate challenges to denials of OPRA requests.  A challenge 
to the denial of access under the common law can be made by filing an action in Superior Court.    



 

 

1. All “government records” as defined in N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1.1 are subject to public access under the Open Public Records Act 
(“OPRA”), unless specifically exempt. 

2. A request for access to a government record under OPRA must be in writing, hand-delivered, mailed, transmitted electronically, 
or otherwise conveyed to the appropriate custodian. N.J.S.A. 47:1A-5(g). In accordance with OPRA, custodians will generally 
have seven (7) business days to respond, unless: 

 The requestor seeks “immediate access” records as outlined in N.J.S.A. 47:1A-5(e); where the custodian must 
respond “immediately” disclosing responsive records not to exceed twenty-four (24) months old. 

 The requestor seeks information required to be disclosed by N.J.S.A. 47:1A-3(b), where the custodian must respond 
disclosing the information within twenty-four (24) hours or as a soon as practical; 

 The requestor is a seeking records for a “commercial purpose” as defined in N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1.1, where the response 
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